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Broseley Town Council  

 

Minutes 
of a Town Council  meeting 

held by Zoom video  
at 7 pm on Tuesday 9 February 2021 

 
 

Present:  

Chairman Cllr. Tarlochen Singh-Mohr, Cllr.  Michael Burton, Cllr. Caroline Bagnall,  Cllr. Roy 
Childs, Cllr. Linda Garbett, Cl lr. Michael Garbett, Cllr. Charlie Garratt, Cllr.  Simon Harris, Cllr. 
Ann Maltby, Cllr. Colette McCabe, Cllr. Philip Revell.   
 
In attendance:  

Sharon Clayton, Locum Town Clerk  
Approximately 17 members of the public  
Constable Jessica Hindley, Much Wenlock SNT  
 
501 Chairman’s Welcome   

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting  and informed those present that the 
Tourism Working Group had met and a report from the meeting  would be presented at the 
next Town Council meeting.  
 
502 Apologies for absence 

There were no apologies as all Members were present.  
 
503 Co-option 

Following the resignation of Cllr. Mark Garbett two candidates had expressed an interest in 
being co-opted to fil l the casual vacancy.  The Mayor invited each candidate to give a 
presentation as to why they would like to be co -opted to join the Council.   Candidates were 
asked to speak in alphabetical o rder and so Charlie Garratt was invited to speak first , 
followed by Mark Halstead.  

Following a vote of 6 votes in favour of  Charlie Garratt and 3 votes in favour of Mark 
Halstead, Charlie Garratt,  having received the majority vote,  was co-opted to join the Town 
Council.  
 
504 Declaration of Acceptance of Office  

The newly co-opted Council lor signed his Declaration of Acceptance of Office  and continued 
to participate in the remainder of the meeting as a Town Council lor.  

505 Disclosure of Pecuniary Interests 

Members were reminded that they are required to leave the room during the discussion and 
voting on matters in which they have a disclosable pecuniary interest, whether or not  the 
interest is entered in the Register of Members’ Intere sts maintained by the Monitoring 
Officer.  
 
Shropshire Council lor Simon Harris declared interests as held by the Town Clerk for which he 
represents Shropshire Council  as follows:  
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 Broseley Local Joint Committee  
 Health and Adult Social Care Scrutiny Committee  
 Housing Supervisory Board Committee  
 Place Plan and Overview Scrutiny Committee  
 Southern Planning Committee  
 STAR Housing Board Director and currently Chairman  
 West Midland Rail Executive Board Director (Deputy Chair)  
 Birchmeadow Management Committee  
 Ironbridge World Heritage Site Steering Group  
 Severn Gorge Countryside Trust  

Local Committees include:  
 Broseley Festival  
 Broseley Christmas Lights  

 
Cllr.  Harris also declared an interest in agenda item 13(d) ,  Shop Front Grants  (Conservation 
Area Grants).  
 
506 Dispensations 

None requested.  
 
507 Shropshire Council  

Cllr. Simon Harris gave the following verbal report:  
 

 Bridgnorth Road –  the Town Council was asked to enter into a partnership 
arrangement with Shropshire Council and STAR Housing to make improvements to the 
traffic island off Bridgnorth Road which had needed repair for some time. The project 
was expected to cost circa £100,000. Shropshire Council would contribute 75% from 
CIL monies, STAR Housing 12.5% and the Town Council was asked to contribute 12.5% 
from Neighbourhood Funds. Neighbourhood Funds are to improve infrastructure and 
if not spent Shropshire Council can ask for it  to be refunded. Unfortunately, the Town 
Council agreed not to spend its Neighbourhood Funds in this way and whilst Cllr. 
Harris could have asked for that decision to be rescinded  he chose not to and 
accepted the democratic decision of th e Council .  However, the decision could be 
revisited after 6 months. CIL money is guided by what the Town Council wants to 
spend on infrastructure in accordance with the Place Plan for Broseley which is 
updated annually. Shropshire Council’s IIG (Internal Infrastructure Group), consists 
entirely of officers and not council lors and it is officers who decide and agree how 
and where CIL monies should be spent and which projects take priority.  

 Town Council precept - the RFO had sent the Town Council’s budget request to 
Shropshire Council . Broseley would also have more Neighbourhood Funds to spend in 
the town.  

 The town clock - this had been inspected by experts who ha d confirmed it could be 
renovated to a working clock although the cost was unknown. 

 Ironbridge Road –  an 8-page report had been compiled detail ing the options to 
reinstate the carriageway and local residents had been informed and would be 
advised when work would begin .  It was a bigger job than envisaged . 

 Cockshutt Lane –  highways engineers had looked  at the safety of the road and there 
was an option to install programmable and child activated crossings. All options and 
available grants were being considered and the Head Teacher at Dark Lane Primary 
School was also involved. The Town Council’s Administ ration Officer would be seeking 
grant funding as part of one of her assignments to help her achieve the CiLCA 
qualification and thus become a qualif ied Clerk.  

 Coalport Road –  the road would be closed in March 2021 for carriageway repairs and 
movement pegs would be placed in the road to monitor stabil ity as part of the 
Broseley Stabil isation Project to which a sum of 7 figures ha d been allocated.  A 
number of partners would design the best options and consider the needs of local 
residents and businesses in Broseley and surrounding areas.  
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 Syspal/Steelmart –  the new factory build was due to begin in the next few months and 
traffic management would tie in with road safety plans for Cockshutt Lane . Steelmart 
had received a number of grants to help support them during the COVID-19 pandemic 
and Cllr. Harris and Phil ip Dunne MP would continue to provide support  at the highest 
level.  

 Local pubs - Shropshire Council had appointed an officer to provide support and grant 
aid to pubs and clubs.  This support would conti nue until the end of lockdown and 
until they could get back on their feet.  

 Local Plan/Neighbourhood Development Plan for Broseley –  conversations between 
the Town Council and Shropshire Council were ongoing.  A public consultation had 
informed the Neighbourhood Plan where housing development was needed and 
Broseley would not be forced to take additional housing over and above what was 
already agreed in the Plan.  The Neighbourhood Plan should run alongside Shropshire 
Council’s Local Plan and Shropshire Council would take on board the contents of the 
Neighbourhood Development Plan for Broseley. The Shropshire plan consultation 
would end on the 26th February 2021.  

 Electric car charging points - 3 sites had been put forward for car charging points to 
be installed in Broseley and confirmation of acceptance was awaited from Shropshire 
Council.  

NOTED.  
 
508 Police Report  

The Broseley and Much Wenlock Safer Neighbourhood Team (SNT) gave the following report 
for the period 5 January to 3 February 2021 : 

 In response to the national lockdown in England SNT Officers continued to patrol and 
monitor the area and would continue to engage, educate, explain and enforce as a 
last resort.  

 There had been ten reports to the police concerning breaches of the Coronavirus 
Regulations and each had been dealt with appropriately. Five of those reported were 
with good intentions and were not actual breaches.  

 Anti-social behaviour continued to reduce and was likely to remain so whilst lockdown 
continued. SNT officers would conti nue to patrol areas of concern.  A section 59 
Warning Notice had been issued to the rider of a moped that was being ridden in an 
anti-social manner in the town.  

 SNT Officers continued to work with partner agencies to safeguard a number of 
youths from the town identified as vulnerable to exploitation.  Support was also being 
given to a number of victims of domestic abuse.  Officers were maintaining contact 
with partner agencies during the lockdown in an effort to share information over 
vulnerable people of a l l ages.  

 A shop l ifter who had already targeted shops in the town committ ed another offence 
and CCTV imagery had been shared across West Mercia Police in an effort to identify 
the culprit.  

 The effects of the lockdown had been significant on the ability of the SNT to engage 
with people, however,  they were using technology to find new ways of communication 
and engagement.  

 The police would like to hold another crime prevention meeting after lockdown and 
would welcome support from the Town Council .  

NOTED.  
 
509 Public Participation  

a) In response to Cllr. Simon Harris ’s earlier report about  the proposed CIL expenditure at 
Bridgnorth Road one member of the public said it  had not been approved because the 
Town Council  was unaware of the project .  He asked that Ian Kilby be invited to the next 
Council meeting.  

It was AGREED that Ian Kilby , Head of Planning Services at Shropshire Council  should be 
invited to the next Town Council meeting.  
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510 Minutes 

a) The minutes from a Town Council meeting held on 12 January 2021 were considered for 
approval.    
It was  PROPOSED, SECONDED and AGREED tha t the minutes be APPROVED and ADOPTED 
as a true record.  

 
b) The minutes from a Planning Committee meeting held on 17 December 2020 were NOTED  

and ADOPTED .  
 
c) The minutes of an Extraordinary Staffing Committee meeting held on 20 October 2020 

were NOTED  and ADOPTED .  
 

d) The minutes from a Chair’s meeting held on 5 January 2021 were NOTED .  
 
511 Town Clerk’s Report  

Members received a written report from the Locum Town Clerk on action taken in relation to 
decisions made at the last Town Council  meeting.  
 
Cllr. Phil Revell explained that the Clerk’s Report  about the Jitties should have referred to 
quotes being sought for a survey, and that maintenance work had taken place on the R ed 
Church footpath, as requested by residents  
 
The Locum Town Clerk also informed Members that the old work van had sold for £300 an d 
when collected by the buyer it  had a flat battery and faulty brakes.  
 
NOTED. 
 
512 GDPR 

The following GDPR policies were APPROVED:  

a) Checklist for Subject Access Requests.  
b) Consent Form.  
c) Data Breach Policy.  
d) Data Breach Risk Management Policy.  
e) DPIA checklist.  
f) Privacy Notice for Staff, Council lors and Role Holders.  
g) Release of Data if Covered by Exemption (letter).  
h) Response Letter to SAR.  
i) Data Audit Schedule.  
j) SAR Letter to Deny Request for Personal Data.  
k) Subject Access Request Policy.  
l) The Role of Data Protection Officers.  
m) Data Protection SAR.  

 
It was further AGREED  that the policies be reviewed in  August 2021 to ensure they were fit 
for purpose to suit  the Town Council .  
 
513 Financial Matters  

a) Members considered for approval income and expenditure to date. 
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and AGREED that income of £31,516 and expenditure of 
£280,976 (net) be APPROVED. 
 
b) Members considered for approval bank reconciliations to date. 
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and unanimously AGREED that bank reconciliations to date be 
APPROVED.  
 
c) Members considered for approval payments to date. 
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It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and AGREED that December 2020 payments of £45,069.51 be 
APPROVED. 
 
Items (d) and (e) below were considered together as they had been recom mended by the PPR 
Working Group at a meeting held in January 2021.  
 
d) Members considered for approval a Shop Front Grant of £1,275 to R.J.S. Law for re -

painting the shop front and sign writing.  
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and AGREED that a grant of £1,275 be APPROVED.  
 
e) Members considered for approval a grant of £540 for the Friendly Bus to help towards 

transport costs to take people for COVID-19 vaccinations.  
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and AGREED that  a grant of £540 be APPROVED. 
 
f) Members considered for approval the transfer of £5,000  in reserves from the Christmas 

Lights budget to Public Lighting Maintenance.  
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and AGREED that  £5,000 held in reserves for Christmas Lights 
be transferred to Public Lighting Maintenance.  
 
g) Members considered for approval the transfer of £8,000 from earmarked reserves for a 

replacement vehicle and £6,000 from general reserves to the new vehicle.  
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and AGREED that  £8,000 be transferred from earmarked 
reserves and £6,000 be transferred from general reserves into the budget for the new 
vehicle.  
 
514 MUGA Representative  

Members considered for approval the appointment of a Member to represent the Town 
Council on the MUGA Group.  
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and AGREED that  Cllr. Michael Burton be appointed to 
represent the Town Council  on the MUGA Group.  
 
515 Scheme of Delegation  

a) Members considered for approval a revised scheme of delegation and terms of reference.  
Concern was expressed about the level of delegated expenditure for the Finance Committee.  
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and AGREED that :  

i. The Scheme of Delegation be APPROVED. 
ii.  The Finance Committee ’s delegated spending authority be limited to  £1,500. 

 
b) Members considered for approval that the existing membership of the Estates, Staffing 

and Planning Committees remain the same but under revised terms of reference as 
approved at (a) above.  

It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and AGREED that  the existing Committee membership remain 
unchanged but function under the revised Terms of Reference as approved at (a) above.  
 
c) Members considered for approval the membership of a Finance Committee.  
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and AGREED that:  

i. The following Members be appointed to the Finance Committee:  Cllrs. Michael 
Garbett, Colette McCabe, Charlie Garratt, Michael Burton, Caroline Bagnall.  

ii .  The first meeting date to be AGREED in liaison with the RFO.  
 
516 Policies 

It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and AGREED that the following policies be  APPROVED :  
a) Council lor email policy.  
b) IT Device Use Policy.  
c) Climate Change Action Plan.  
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517 Street Lighting Upgrade   

a) Members received a report advising on the procedure for  the procurement of a street 
lighting upgrade. “A public contract regulated by the Public Contracts Regulations 2015 
with an estimated value in excess of £25,000 but less than the relevant thresholds in 
Standing Order 17(f) is subject to Regulations 109 -114 of the Public Contracts Regulations 
2015 which include a requirement on the Council to advertise the contract opportunity on 
the Contracts Finder website regardless of what other means it uses to advertise the 
opportunity” .  

NOTED.  
 
b) Members considered for  approval a specification for the tendering process to upgrade the 

Town Council ’s street lighting.  
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and AGREED that the specification be APPROVED and tenders 
sought for the upgrade of the Council’s street lighting in accordance with the Council’s 
Standing Orders and in accordance with the Public Contracts Regulations 2015 . 
 
518 Councillor Emails  

Members considered for approval  that al l Town Council lors use the new .gov.uk email 
addresses assigned to them to conform  with GDPR as recommended by the internal auditor,  
and as agreed at a PPR Working Group meeting in August 2019.  
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and AGREED that  all  Councillors should use dedicated Town 
Council email addresses.   
 
519 Correspondence  

The following correspondence was NOTED:  
a) SALC information bulletin and NALC information –  emailed to Members.  
b) Information concerning COVID -19 –  emailed to Members.  
c) Training opportunities for council lors.  
d) Shropshire Council ’s intention to carry out a boundary review later in the year after the 

May 2021 elections.  
 
520 Consultation 

a) Shropshire Council ’s Local Plan Review.  Cllr. Phil Revell informed Members that the view 
of Members of the Planning Committee was that Shropshire Council’s Local Plan was 
beneficial for the Broseley area.  

It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and AGREED that a detailed response should be delegate d to 
the Planning Committee.  
 
521 Election of Deputy Mayor  

Members considered for approval the appointment of a Deputy Mayor.  
It was PROPOSED  that Cllr. Mick Burton be appointed as Deputy Mayor.   After being put to 
the vote with Cllrs. Roy Childs, Colette McCabe, Michael Burton, Lynda Garbett, Caroline 
Bagnall and Charlie Garratt in favour, Cllrs. Tarlochen Singh-Mohr, Phil Revell , Simon Harris 
and Anne Maltby against, and Cllr.  Michael Garbett  abstaining, Cllr. Michael Burton was 
appointed as Deputy Mayor for the remainder of the Council  year.  
 
522 Agenda Items for the Next Meeting  

None requested.  
 
523 Date of Next Meeting 

It was NOTED  that the next Town Council meeting would take place on Tuesday  9 March 
2021.  
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Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960  

Pursuant to Section 1(2) of the above Act it was PROPOSED, SECONDED  and RESOLVED  that 
due to the confidential nature of the busi ness to be transacted the public and press should 
not be present.  
 
524 Bench Ends 

Members considered for approval whether the groundsmen should make seats  from the 
Coalbrookdale bench ends. 
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and AGREED that the groundsmen should make the benches.  
 
525 Street Lighting 

Members considered for approval granting delegated authority to the Administration Officer 
to seek another contractor to carry out the installation of solar l ights at King Street in order 
to prevent further delay from the appointed contractor.  
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and AGREED that the Administration Officer should have 
delegated authority to appoint another contractor to  install  solar lights at King Street if the 
appointed contractor failed to  install the lights as promised.  
 
526 Cemetery 

a) Members received and NOTED  a Hydrogeological Risk Assessment report for land adjacent 
to Broseley Cemetery.  

 
At this point in the meeting,  it was  PROPOSED, SECONDED and unanimously AGREED to 
suspend Standing Order number 3(x) to enable the meeting to exceed more than 2 hours.  
 
b) Members considered for approval that investigative work be carried out on land adjacent 

to the cemetery as advised in accordance with the recent Land Survey carried out by 
Groundwater Solutions. Concern was expressed that the land considered for purchase 
may only be sufficient for 10 years.  

It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and AGREED that investigative work be carried out as 
recommended by Groundwater Solutions.  
 
527 Playground Matting  

Members considered for approval a quote for the installation of playground matting , a 
disabled roundabout and disabled access at the Guest Road Play Area.  
Concern was expressed about  the high cost of the two quotes received  and it  was  PROPOSED, 
SECONDED and AGREED that further quotes and grant funding should be sought. 
 
528 Staffing Matters  

a) Members considered for approval the Locum Town Clerk’s t imesheet for January 2021.  
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and AGREED that the Locum Town Clerk ’s t imesheet for 
January 2021 be APPROVED. It was further AGREED that the Locum Town Clerk should 
provide an analysis of average hours worked and the nature of the work.  
 
b) Members considered for approval the re -instatement of overtime for the groundsmen to 

spend one hour on Saturday and Sunday each week to check the Birchmeadow Park.  
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and AGREED that the groundsmen continue to carry out 
weekly weekend checks  at the Birchmeadow Park for 1 hour on Saturday and 1 hour on 
Sunday.  
 
c) The Chair of the Staffing Committee  reminded Members the importance of keeping a 

confidence and that no Councillor could give instruction to members of staff. He also 
advised that the age of employees is a protected characteristic.  

NOTED.  
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d) Dr Kate Howe v Broseley Town Council  –  the Locum Town Clerk informed Members that 

the Claimant had asked for further information which would take some time to find.  
NOTED. 
 
The meeting closed at 21:36.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed:        Date: 
 
Chairman 
 


